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PRESIDENT'S GREETING
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Happy New Year to you all' I wish you a lot of happiness
and prosperity for the year 2008. A good year starts
with a good plan... I hope you have already thought of
your objectives that you would like to achieve with your
work or with your personal agenda for this year.

As for JTAT, there are two primary objectives for this
year: one is to work on JTAT amendments, and the
other to implement JTAT bylaws to its operation and
management. When the bylaws were created in 1996,
members thought of bylaws to lead us for years to
come. However, shortly after 1996 the bylaws were
somehow kept out of our sight and most of members
were not even aware that there was such a thing as
JTAT bylaws existed. For a non-profit organization, the
bylaws should be accessible to every one of the
members. In analogy operating a non-profit organization
without bylaws is as if a driver is driving a car without a
driver’s license or a person signing a loan paper without
reading a contract. Updating JTAT bylaws should be a
priority for this year. The Bylaws amendment committee
was formed in December 2007 to oversee the
amendments. Its members are Dr. Watanabe of Japan-
America Society of Houston and Prof. Prefume of Baylor
University working with JTAT President.

In regard to JTAT.ORG, our new website, it is now being
created by the Board of Directors as approved in our
November 2007 JTAT annual meeting. We are aiming to
complete the switch of our website by March 2008. Also
approved during this meeting was the 2008 Texas State
Speech Contest that would mainly be operated and
managed by private sector associations such as Japan-
America Society of Houston, Japanese Association of
Greater Houston, Business Association of Greater
Houston and JTAT with support from the Office of
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Consulate-General of Japan at Houston. A newly
established committee called “Speech Contest Executive
Committee” (members consisted of the above
organizations) was established and they have already set
up a new agenda for the 2008 Speech Contest for the
State of Texas. Detailed information for the contest will
be published soon after the regional contest. Look for
more information on JTAT website. A manual was
created for a more uniform judging criterion for all
judges by the Manual committee members who are
Reade sensei, Sheldan sensei & JTAT President. Bolinger
sensei has also joined the committee to volunteer her
time. The minutes of the JTAT annual meeting were sent
to you end of December 2007 and I would like to
express my sincere appreciation for your patience. It
would be sent to you promptly in the future.

I would also like to highlight some of the activities and
achievements accomplished by JTAT members.

In November 2007, the following JTAT members
presented at the ACTFL San Antonio: Prof. Hatanaka of
the University of Texas at Austin, Prof. Prefume of Baylor
University, and Prof. Hardt of the University of North
Texas. Ms. Reade and Ms. Sanada along with their
students contributed NCILT by presenting a dance
performance at ACTFL San Antonio. JTAT Annual
Meeting was held in conjunction with the TFLA/ACTFL in
San Antonio with 19 members in attendance followed by
a dinner and social get-together organized by Ms.
O'Donnell of San Antonio.

In December 2007, Ms. Sheldan, a Houston teacher,

challenged and successfully passed the OPI (Oral

Proficiency Interview) and WPT (Writing Proficiency
[continued]
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Test) for Teacher's Certificate administered by ACTFL,
LTI (Language Testing International). The test was
conducted at Rice University by Testing Proctor, Prof.
Hiroko Sato. The Nengajyo Contest was held also in
December 2007 in which 93 students participated from
13 high schools.

Last but not least, JTAT is faced with some major
challenges, e.g. issues in fund-raising for benefiting
JTAT members for professional development. We need
your participation and commitment to support these
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activities. Without support form members like yourself it
would be impossible to pursue these new projects for
2008. With you leading JTAT, I believe I can make the
above objectives a reality for JTAT and that can benefit
all members. With that in mind I would like to make a
pledge to members that I will work hard and do my best
to achieve the goals set for JTAT for 2008.

Hiroko Sato
Rice University
JTAT President (2007-2009)

F NEW OFFICERS

President — Hiroko Sato

Hiroko Sato is Senior Lecturer of Japanese and Coordinator in Japanese Program at Center for The Study of
Languages (CSL) at Rice University, where she teaches and conducts research/projects in language learning, second
language acquisition and language pedagogy. She has received many grants on her research/projects including NSF
grant on NanoJapan program as CO-PI in 2006, three Japan Foundation grants, two Dean of Humanities Summer
Grants at Rice, and two Brown Teaching Grants at Rice, to name a few. She has taught previously at University of
Michigan, Boston University and National University of Singapore. As JTAT President, she oversees projects
undertaken by the Board of Directors and sub-committees of JTAT.

Vice President #1 (Secondary)
Mihoko Nakashige
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Vice President #2 (Post-Secondary)
Peggy Hardt

Peggy Hardt is currently teaching first through third-
year Japanese at the University of North Texas in
Denton. She is originally from Washington State and
spent two years teaching in Tokyo on the JET
Program. She has also taught Japanese and and ESL
in Monterey, California and Seattle, Washington. As
Vice President 2, she will be publishing the newsletter
and supporting the President in various ways. She
hopes to build a stronger network of Post-Secondary
members of JTAT during her term.

Treasurer
Mariko Jinbo

As treasurer, Mariko Jinbo manages the accounts of JTAT.
She is the one to whom you send the annual membership
dues or the receipts to get reimbursed for your expenses.
Her duties also include updating the member list and
preparing a treasurer's report. Mariko is originally from
Yokohama, Japan. She has been teaching at St. Mark's
School in Dallas since 1996 after teaching for two years at
a public high school in Wisconsin. Her objective as an
officer is to make all the financial matters of the
organization go smoothly.

Secretary
Yoshie Sweigart

Secretary Yoshie Sweigart assists with various JTAT
events and is responsible for keeping minutes at
meetings. She is currently teaching at Paul Revere
Middle School in Houston and has also been teaching
at the Japanese Educational Institution of Houston.
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Berkner HS, Clements HS, Creekview HS, Kempner HS, Laka Hilands HS, Newman Smith HS, Pearce HS,
Richardson HS, Turner HS, Sam Houston HS. Second Baptist School, Westwood JR HS, Woodland HS
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Grand Prize : Kara Kearney Lake Highlands High School
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Most Artistic : Tracy Tran  Berkner High School See

The second place: Grace Heath Pearce High School http://www.geocities.com/jta
The third place: Holly Lemus Newman Smith High School tusa/whatnew.htm

. . to view the winning entries.
Most Original : Harmony Quan Clements High School

The second place: Monica Tong Berkner High School
The third place: Erecia Warren Newman Smith High School

Most Humorous : Traci McDaniel Richardson High School
The second place: Emily Still  Lake Highlands High School
The third place: Chaya Roeum Berkner High School
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Most Artistic : Christine Earl ~ Richardson High School
The second place: Stephanie Myers Berkner High School
The third place: Makenna Taylor Westwood JR High School

Most Original : Alison Page Richardson High School
The second place: Jackson Farnsworth Westwood Jr. High School
The third place: Raul Guarda Westwood JR. High School

Most Humorous : Emma Smith Richardson High School
The second place: Jenny Trieu  Westwood JR. High School
The third place: Laura Vandepas Westwood JR. High School
[Continued]
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AP JAPANESE UPDATE

AP Japanese exam delivery is going to be significantly If you have any questions about the AP Japanese
simplified this year by using CD's to deliver the questions.  exam delivery, please feel free to e-mail me at:

Your students' answers will be uploaded via internet, if masumi.reade@gmail.com

you have the connection available. You have the option

of sending the CD's if not. Please make sure to learn Here is the site that you can look at. It is very
about the new system and have your AP Coordinator be  difficult to get there from AP Central.

aware. In order to request the "setup CD" to be delivered  http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/co
to your school by early April (so that your students can  ordinate/prep/language

practice AP questions on computer), your school needs to

purchase the exam by March 11th. This is a little earlier = Masumi Reade

than other AP exams, so I wanted to draw everyone's

; Please also see the document recently emailed out
attention.

to members by Sato-sensei .
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Gateway to AP Japanese and Beyond
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Gateway to AP Japanese and Beyond July 23-27, 2007

Objectives: Focus on advanced language skills, development of classroom materials, discussion on
pedagogy for the Japanese language classroom, and articulation from high school to college-level programs
based on the AP Japanese Language and Culture Course and Exam that are first offered by the College

Board in AY 2006/07.

Instructor of record: Laurel Rasplica Rodd, Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations,
University of Colorado at Boulder

Guest faculty: Sufumi So (George Mason University); Yuki Matsuda (University of Memphis); Kyoko Saegusa
(University of Colorado); Michael Kleinkopf (Boulder High School); David Baum (Educational Testing Service)

Medium of instruction: Japanese

[Continued]
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Course content: Morning sessions on Monday—Thursday focus on enhancing the participants’ reading
and writing skills, using the Input-Processing—Output pedagogical model. Afternoon sessions on
Monday-Thursday are spent discussing the learning experiences of the morning sessions from the
teacher’s perspective and examining pedagogical grammar. Concurrent with these classroom sessions,
participants will develop and present classroom materials, either as individuals or in small groups.
Friday’s class sessions focus on the AP Japanese Language and Culture program, with presentations and
discussions on the results of the first AP Japanese Exam; comparative analysis of AP curricula and
college-level second- and third-year curricula; and presentations and discussions of successful models of
smooth articulation from high school to college-level Japanese language instruction.
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Yuko Prefume, Baylor University
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President
Hiroko Sato
hsato@rice.edu

Vice President
Mihoko Nakashige
mnakashige@tx.rr.com
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Treasurer
Mariko Jinbo
jinbo@smtexas.org

Yoshimi Sheridan, Kumiko Okutani,
Akemi Katayama, Yayoi Takeuchi
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Chihiro Legris, Reiko O'Donnell, Etsuko Kuwahara,
Satoko Nourishirazi, Yoshiko Brotherton
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