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5. YFU Fu ' KIS LIz ERAED b DERHH
The YFU Experience

The first major thing about YFU, something I didn't expect going into it and can still barely believe, has
little to do with the six weeks program itself. Before departing, every participant (more-or-less; | believe
it's separated by particular scholarship and departure date, but nonetheless an impressive group of
people) goes to an orientation in California. It's a collection of people all over America with similar
interests (i.e. Japan) in one place to spend three nights together. | made powerful friendships in those
few days that were and are still reinforced by a YFU sponsored Facebook group. As far as the trip itself,
it was an indescribable experience. People ask me how it was, seemingly not realizing the futility of
trying to answer that question. It was good, to be sure, but that answer is neither complete nor perfectly
accurate; it was not without it's bad points. It was invigorating, it was illuminating, it was full of joy and
hard work and communication and miscommunication and somehow in the midst of days being actively
focused at all times, | ended up with bonds that I couldn't break were I to try.

Trey Gonsoulin

The month | spent in Kobe will be one | never forget. The dreadful 200% humidity with temperatures of
over 100°F, the satisfaction you get from stepping into the air conditioned train after a long day at
school, my classmates and those | participated in club activities with, and last but not least: my host
family. Coming from an Asian background combined with having learned about Japanese culture for
several years at school, | wasn’t really surprised by the uniqueness of the culture. Instead, what
probably surprised me most was that everyone thought | was Japanese. | got to completely blend in
with society, and nobody knew | was a foreigner unless they got to know me. | wasn’t treated in a
special way, nobody offered me help, and it was one of the most liberating experiences of my life
because it was the first time | was truly independent. | was lucky that my host family also let me act on
my own, the only requirement they really had was that | tell them if | would be home for dinner. | was
able to travel to Kyoto with friends and experience Gion Matsuri, or travel with a few friends from school
and wander around Osaka. Though my experience was probably a bit different than most others, for a
variety of reasons, | can’t think of a reason not to take a chance and take part in an overseas exchange
program.

Teguh Hofstee
Liberal Arts and Science Academy
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Scott Langton £ 4

My name is Scott Langton and | teach Japanese language and culture at Austin College, a
small liberal arts college in Sherman, Texas. This year marks my eleventh year teaching
here. In addition to my teaching responsibilities during Fall and Spring semesters, |
occasionally accompany students to Japan as part of our January Term course offerings. |
look forward to the opportunity to interact with you in the future.

Associate Professor of Japanese & Director of Asian Studies
Department of Classical & Modern Languages
Austin College

David Bennett 54
[ just wanted to briefly introduce myself.

My name is David Bennett and I have recently moved to Austin after a few years in Vancouver, and
prior to that Japan.

[ finished my Masters in Classical Japanese Literature and was a teacher of Japanese at the
University of Toronto for 2 years some time back.

While I am not practicing anymore, I still am very interested in teaching Japanese, how students
learn Japanese and keeping my language skills sharp.

Masaki Nakamoto 44
My name is Masaki and this is my first semester teaching any Japanese class. Previously I have

taught Spanish I through V and this year I have been given an opportunity to teach my first
language.

[ look forward to networking with other Japanese teachers in Texas. I am looking to team up with
other teachers who are willing to help each other in prepping our students for the AP exam. My
students need more conversational practice with Japanese speakers. [ hoping that some teachers
in their free time might converse with my students via Skype to gain more experience and
confidence in talking Japanese. Of course, [ am willing to do the same for the students of other
teachers. Let me know if you are interested in this idea.
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http://www.jtat.org/SpeechContestindex.html
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d—X T4 DX : EHKEE dsimizu@austinisd. org
A4S X  BEAESELE sanadak@cfbisd. edu

YT NZFHEX : )IiZ5AE ykawabe@alamo. edu

b o—A b HIX ;g E A sachiko.fukushige@gmail.com

JTAT2 0 1 4FEEDfRE 5H1 9B TV ARFA—AF 2T

Call for Articles for the next issue of JTAT Newsletter!
X DOERENL OB EZBHL L TEY £7,
Please contact ykawabe®@alamo.edu
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